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(Abstract)

The Paradox and Deepening of Confucian Gender
Ideology in the Latter Part of Joseon Dynasty:

Focusing on Aristocratic Women

Ha, Yeo-ju*

This paper aims to examine the deepening process of Confucian gender ideology
in the latter part of the Joseon Dynasty, in addition to its weaknesses. The guidebooks
for women expanded quantitatively and qualitatively throughout the 17th and 18th
centuries. They instructed aristocratic women to take responsibility for their husbands’
families and to endeavor to become superior through controlling female virtues.
However, the thorough division of roles between men and women guaranteed the
latter their own domain and authority as agents of home management. Meanwhile,
parents had absolute authority thanks to the institutionalized Confucian ideology of
filial piety. Accordingly, although married aristocratic women were estranged from
their parents’ home, they could maintain a sense of belonging, based on filial piety.
As a result, the Confucian ideology applied to real life, contrary to its intentions,
created room for aristocratic women to cross or negotiate gender boundaries. This
flexible life pattern experienced by aristocratic women in the late Joseon Dynasty has
been called the “paradox” of Confucian gender ideology.

Key words: Patrilocality, Female Virtue, Filial Piety, Married Women Who Leave

Their Parents’ Homes, Married Woman’s Parents’ Home

* Ph.D. Candidate, Department of History, Pusan National University.








