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(Abstract)

Birth of Feminism Revealed in the Journals of
Female Missionaries in the Late Chosen Dynasty

Kim, Hyang Sook*

This study traces back to the 1890s, which is the background of the emergence of
‘New Women’ in the 1920s and focuses on how Korean women came into direct or
indirect contact with Western modern thought. To this end, journals recorded by
American women missionaries who came to Korea for Christian missions in the late
Chosen Dynasty are examined. These journals, which record the daily life
experienced by the American missionaries, provide a record of contemporary
women's culture and offer an important clue to understanding women's culture and
its changes. The research content first discusses the activities of female missionaries
who introduced Western values to women in the late Chosen Dynasty. Next, the
circumstances of women who responded to the evangelism of American women
missionaries are diagnosed. The study focuses on a number of sources, including 7he
Journals of Mattie Wilcox Noble 1892-1934, With Stethoscope in Asia: Korea
1890-1940, Fifteen Years among the Top-Knots, and 40 years in Korea 1899-1940,
and aims to identify the modernization process of women in the late Chosen Dynasty
through these journals recorded by female missionaries who lived in Chosen for

more than 30 years.

Key words: late Chosen dynasty, women, American female missionary, new women,

journalism
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