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{Abstract)

The Problem of Absoluteness and
Femininity in Dao by Lao Tzu

Tschung-Sun Kim

It was not until the appearance of Lao Tzu(5-4th century B.C.E.)
that fundamental reform in ancient Chinese thought began with the
advent of the concept of Dao, In the Christian tradition, the figure of
the absolute supreme being is based on a super-masculinized male
personality, Lao Tzu refers to the Dao as “mother’ and in the
Daodejing mentions words such as womanhood, valley, and emptiness,
which are generalized symbols of femininity, These womanly elements
are included in the great principle of the Yin-Yang structure governing
all the phenomena in nature, Accordingly, although womanhood is
only a metaphor, Lao Tzu tres to deliver the essence of a passive
attitude toward existence by way of this metaphor, He believed that
the passiveness of womanliness is superior to the active behavior
contemplated consciously by human beings. Passiveness adopts as its
distinctive feature the acceptance of extreme relationships forming
confrontation modes, The Dao is obviously not the concretization of
womanly virtue in a personal sense, but it is different from

Christianity in the west with its masculine supreme being.

Key words: Lao Tzu, Dao, the Absolute, Femininity, Passivity
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