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{Abstract)

Islamic Women and Circumcision

Eun-Kyung Oh

This article studies the circumcision of Islamic women, Female
circumcision is not a duty in Islam, and the origin of the practice
is not clear, either, The meaning of female circumcision has been
changed throughout the ages. In pre-modern society it was used
to mark sexual identity and to give the subject an institutional
approval for reproduction, It was a coming-of-age ceremony and
an initiation. In modern society, the subjects do not need to
“sign” or make that mark on their body because they have
already received their identity from the society from the moment
they were born, However, the subject accepts the circumcision as
a sign of respect to the big Other. The subject has a imaginary
relationship with the big Other, In the post-modern age, the
subject choses circumcision as a sign of the emptiness of the big
Other, that is to say, it is a desire for the Real,

However, it is not possible to define all these aspects with only
one term. Pre-modern, modemn and post-modern society can be
exist at the same time. The pre-modern and modermn period is
co-existing in the Middle-Fast and African regions. What is more,
we can find these three characteristics of pre-modern, modern and

post-modern society in the Muslim communities of Western
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countries,

There are those who practice circumcision to prove their real
existence, In that case, it is said to be ‘resistance of the body’.
Sdll, it is not unethical activity or a fictitious event, and the
subjects express their anger and complain about the big Other,
namely Western society which places them in their position and
creates their identity,

Regarding human rights, Western feminists criticize female
circumcision saying that it is carried out by force and represents
the imposition of a patriarchal system carving up the bodies of
women, On the other hand, Islamic feminists oppose the idea of
“universality” in the Western sense, They also say that female
circumcision helps make women’s body by attributing them a
phallus-like quality.

In conclusion, female circumcision is not a simple concept as
carried out by Islamic women, The point of view which sees
circumcision as violent and savage is also the act of eliminating

the dual Other,



