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{Abstract)

Fathers on the Threshold: A Study on the

Transformation of Korean Fatherhood in Korean Dramas

Park, Yun Joo* - Kim, Taehyung**

Current Korean society demands that fathers who have traditionally been on the
edges of the family community should enter more into it, as in the image of ‘New
Fatherhood’ portrayed by various mass media. This paper examines the causes of
such transformation of fatherhood in Korea and the fathers’ reactions to the changes.
To this end, this study analyzes two national dramas, Yeo-ro and Wanggane
Siggudeul, which respectively reflect the eras of industrialization and neoliberalism.
Findings show that the expansion of fatherhood witnessed today is a social
phenomenon produced by a neoliberal economic structure under which men can no
longer be the sole breadwinner of the family. Furthermore, fathers who are thus
brought into the realm of domestic labor constantly long for the restoration of
patriarchal fatherhood. By revealing the involuntary nature of this expansion of
fatherhood, this research offers an opportunity to enhance the debate regarding
fatherhood beyond the normative level and provides a basis for further research on
the diverse reactions of fathers in everyday life to such forced expansion of their

roles.

Key words: fatherhood, industrialization, neoliberalism, Yeo-ro, Wanggane Siggudeul
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