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{Abstract)

Dilemma and Twin Strategies of Women’s
Movements for Political Empowerment

Lee, Jinock*

Since they emerged with the introduction of gender quotas to address the issue of
women’s under-representation in the early 2000s, they have reached an impasse,
raising critical questions as to whether the institutionalization of women’s
movements can be seen as achievement or retreat and where to focus either on
participation or representation. However, as women are still under-represented, the
question of women’s political representation has been raised anew. This study
explores the current terrain of the discourses and practices of women’s political
empowerment by making content analysis on a number of roundtable with women’s
groups in different regions and also the examination on the experience of Suwon
Women’s Society who participated in election campaign as its former representative
ran for a local councilor. In so doing, this paper aims to help enhance understanding
of the dilemmas and paradoxes inherent in women’s political empowerment and
contribute to seeking the strategies for the praxis for women’s political
empowerment, grasping the tensions arising between women’s movements and
party politics and also specific issues with which women’s movements face up to do

the politics of engagement.

Key Words: women’s political empowerment, women’s movement, political parties,

dual strategy, Suwon Women’s Society
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