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{Abstract)

Process of the Formation of Feminist Identity
in Female Activists Through Oral Life Histories

Cha, Kyeong-Hee* - Kim, Kyeong Shin**

This study explored the process in which local female activists recognize that
their experience is gendered and changed into a feminist identity through an
encounter with feminism. In addition, this study investigated how they apply and
expand their experience in the area of actual practice through forming a feminist
identity. The results are summarized as follows: First, for the gender experience
encountered in the course of life, their awareness of discrimination was not
complete, but rather it was reinterpreted and internalized as a feminist identity as
they met feminism; Second, despite female activists putting feminism into practice
through constant concern, they felt burdened to be called ‘feminists’. They thought
that radical feminists must always take the initiative in struggles, so they refused to
be called feminists since this indicated a level of feminism above that which they
attributed to their own activity; Third, the practice of feminist identity by female
activists has been linked to various women’s issues in Korean society, such as
wages, working environment, household labor, sexuality and human rights
problems, and they have become active subjects endeavoring to change problems in

internal conflicts and intentional efforts.

Key words: life histories, feminist, feminism, feminist identity, gender experience
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