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{Abstract)

Women and Competition: An Analysis of Korean
Female Rappers’ Identity in the Reality Show Unprerty
Rapstar

Kim, Sooah* + Hong, JongYoon**

The purpose of this article is to observe the position and identity of female
rappers within the Korean hip hop genre through the audition program Unpretty
Rapstar which was aired on Mnet in the year 2015 and to describe and interpret
aspects that appear differently due to viewer reactions that are distinguished by
gender. Overseas, female rappers were problematic subjects due to racial and class
issues of hip hop culture along with male chauvinistic and patriarchal attitudes and
this made it difficult for females to be producers of hip hop music when compared to
other music genres. This study analyzes the identity construction process of Korean
female rappers and viewer reactions through the entertainment program Unpretty
Rapstar to reveal the difficulties of post-feminism that appear through that process.
At the same time, it takes issue with the commercialization process of female
identities which are determined by the conditions of the hip hop genre and

competitive composition.

Key words: women, competition, postfeminism, reality show, hiphop
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