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{Abstract)

A Study on the Denormalization
of the Life Courses of Child-free Married Women
from the Perspective of Family Practice

Kim, Mi-Young® < Kim, Mi-Ran**

The purpose of this study is to reveal and resignify the denormalization value of
child-free women’s life courses in the marriage system from the perspective of
family practice and life course. The following are the findings of the analysis. First,
childless married women experience tensions between normative roles required
according to the life course and their desire for planning their own lives in a manner
that is in conflict with traditional norms. Second, living as a childless couple means
a life that is in the progress of renewing every moment while comprehensively
taking into consideration a critical mind regarding the ‘typical’ role of parenting and
maternal love as well as individual identity and childbearing age. Third, a life
without children is derived from a practice based on critical thinking about whether
this society is worth having and raising a child. Also, it means that childless couples
have newly recognized old age as their remaining life and that they serve as active
subjects who change the signification of old age by mutually caring for their

partners through intimacy found outside a family network.

Key words: child-free family, family practice, life course, denormalization of the

life courses, family reproduction
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