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(Abstract)

Women in the Industrial Area:
Where Have All the Mill Girls Gone?

Park, Hye Young* - Park, Kumsik**

Since the 1962 ‘National Industrial Zone’ designation, Ulsan has undergone
explosive population growth. In 1962, as a traditional rural region, the
population of Ulsan was about 85,000, with 97.5 females for every 100 males.
This study examines the lives of women and their leading role in shaping
industralization and in the on-going development process of Ulsan as a ‘national
industrial zone’. Women and their lives as well as some other social minorities
and socially neglected phenomena have not been represented in national,
regional or local histories and archives. This has also been the case in Ulsan.
Listing and reviewing the past lives of women in Ulsan in the earlier
industrializing period allows us to understand the social role of Korean women
in that time, while shedding light on the changing shape of women’s status and

position during the industrial development.

Key words: gender and industry, women labour in light-industry, Ulsan Women,
industrialization and gender, women in industrialization

* Lead author, Guest Researcher, Women s Studies Center, Pusan National
University

**  Co-author, Researcher, Busan Woman and Family Development Institute



