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(Absrtact)

A Theoretical Basis for Building a Culture
Founded on Strong Emotional Ties: Centering
around the Concept of Identification

Kim, Suh-Young*

According to Freud, the strongest weapon in the fight against war is the
emotional tie between members who share the same structure of feelings. Freud has
referred to this tie as ‘identification’. This paper revisits this theoretical prospect of
psychoanalysis, centering around the concept of identification. This is an attempt to
shift the theoretical focus from such concepts as the Oedipus complex, the phallus
and castration, to that of emotional ties and identification. For this reason, the paper
introduces Freud’s “Why War”, in which he mentions the term, ‘identification’, in
relation to war and the death drive, and then moves on to examine Lacan’s ot
seminar of identification in which he further examines the concept. Finally, this is
applied to analysis of the emotional ties which have grown among us in recent years.
The ultimate purpose of this paper is to demonstrate the practical potential of
psychoanalytic theories, particularly with the notion of identification as the basis of

the strong emotional tie in the formation of a more therapeutic culture.

Key words: psychoanalysis, Freud, Lacan, identification, emotional tie

* Associate Professor, Ingenium College, Kwangwoon University





