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{Abstract)

Asia, Capitalism and Neo-colonialism
in the Serial Poem Bab and Capitalism:

From an Asian Feminist Perspective

Lee, So—Hee*

This paper explores Goh Jung Hee's serial poem with 26 sections, Bab and
Capitalism, focusing on the relationship of Asia, capitalism, neocolonialism and
female sexuality. The most creative and noteworthy ideas in the poem are her main
analyses of the relationship between American colonial capitalism and Asian basic
food, bab(rice). The paper argues that Goh Jung Hee indicts American colonial
capitalism for its immensely powerful and harmful influence on contemporary
Filipino culture and the subjectivity of Filipino people. Furthermore, she extends
this approach to the colonization history of other Asian countries, in terms of Asian
women’s sexuality and suffering induced by capitalism and neocolonialism. Despite
the fact that the current neocolonial reality is not without problems, Goh Jung Hee
hopes for Asian solidarity and community, anticipating a hopeful future for Asia and
the Asian spirit, through overcoming its history of colonization and neocolonial

capitalism.

Key words: Goh Jung Hee, bab (boiled rice), Asia, capitalism, neocolonialism

* Professor, Department of English, Hanyang Women’s University





